[Neonatal screening: dynamics and ethics].
The Health Council of the Netherlands recently published a thorough report on neonatal screening, which recommends screening newborns for i8 treatable conditions. The report rightly stresses the importance of informing parents adequately, preferably during pregnancy. Issues that require further debate include neonatal screening for untreatable conditions and the relative advantages and disadvantages of screening newborns compared with screening prospective parents for carrier status, which may prevent the birth of a first-affected child.